
Year 9 Recommended Reading List
The Rest of us Just Live Here by Patrick Ness - Science Fiction/ Dystopia
What if you weren't the Chosen One? The one who's supposed to fight the zombies, or the soul-eating ghosts, or
whatever this new thing is, with the blue lights and the death? What if you were like Mikey? Who just wants to
graduate and go to prom and maybe finally work up the courage to ask Henna out before someone goes and
blows up the high school. Again. Because sometimes there are problems bigger than this week’s end of the world
and sometimes you just have to find the extraordinary in your ordinary life. Even if your best friend might just be
the God of mountain lions....

The Upside of the Unrequited by Becky Albertalli - Romance/ LGTBQ+
Molly Peskin-Suso knows all about unrequited love. No matter how many times her twin sister, Cassie, tells her to
woman up, Molly is always careful. Better to be careful than be hurt. But when Cassie gets a new girlfriend who
comes with a cute hipster-boy sidekick, everything changes. Will is funny, flirtatious and basically the perfect first
boyfriend. There's only one problem: Molly's coworker, Reid: the awkward Tolkien superfan she could never fall
for . . . right? A heartwarming and funny story about growing up and learning to be comfortable in your own skin.

 I'll Give you the Sun by Jandy Nelson - Life story, relationships LGBTQ+
Jude and her twin Noah were incredibly close – until a tragedy drove them apart, and now they are barely speaking.
Then Jude meets a cocky, broken, beautiful boy as well as a captivating new mentor, both of whom may just need
her as much as she needs them. What the twins don't realize is that each of them has only half the story and if they
can just find their way back to one another, they have a chance to remake their world.

Paper Towns by John Green  - Life story - Grief, love, bullying
Quentin Jacobsen has always loved Margo Roth Spiegelman, for Margo (and her adventures) are the stuff of legend
at their high school. So when she one day climbs through his window and summons him on an all-night road trip of
revenge he cannot help but follow. But the next day Margo doesn't come to school and a week later she is still
missing. Q soon learns that there are clues in her disappearance . . . and they are for him. But as he gets deeper
into the mystery - culminating in another awesome road trip across America - he becomes less sure of who and
what he is looking for.

The Bone Sparrow  by Zana Fraillon- Life story - refugees, friendship
Born in a refugee camp, all Subhi knows of the world is that he's at least 19 fence diamonds high, the nice Jackets
never stay long, and at night he dreams that the sea finds its way to his tent, bringing with it unusual treasures.
And one day it brings him Jimmie. Carrying a notebook that she's unable to read and wearing a sparrow made out
of bone around her neck - both talismans of her family's past and the mother she's lost - Jimmie strikes up an
unlikely friendship with Subhi beyond the fence. As he reads aloud the tale of how Jimmie's family came to be, both
children discover the importance of their own stories in writing their futures..

Twilight by Stephanie Myers - Horror
 When seventeen-year-old Isabella Swan moves to Forks, Washington to live with her father she expects that her
new life will be as dull as the town itself. In spite of her awkward manner and low expectations, she finds that her
new classmates are drawn to this pale, dark-haired new girl in town. But not, it seems Edward Cullen, but she feels
a strange attraction to him, although his hostility makes her feel almost physically ill. He seems determined to push
her away - until, that is, he saves her life from an out of control car. Bella will soon discover that there is a very good
reason for Edward's coldness. He, and his family, are vampires - and he knows how dangerous it is for others to get
too close.

I am Thunder by Muhammed Khan - Romance/ Life story/ Terrorism
 Fifteen-year-old Muzna Saleem is used to being invisible. So no one is more surprised than her when Arif Malik, the
hottest boy in school, takes a sudden interest. But Arif is hiding a terrible secret and, as they begin to follow a dark
path, Muzna faces an impossible choice: keep quiet and betray her beliefs, or speak out and betray her heart.

The Northern Lights by Philip Pullman- Fantasy
  The first in His Dark Materials trilogy - Lyra Belacqua and her animal daemon live half-wild and carefree among
scholars of Jordan College, Oxford. The destiny that awaits her will take her to the frozen lands of the Arctic, where
witch-clans reign and ice-bears fight. Her extraordinary journey will have immeasurable consequences far beyond
her own world…

When the World was Ours by Liz Kessler - Historical fiction 
Vienna, 1936. Elsa, Leo and Max have always been best friends, a special team of three. Then the Nazis come.
As a growing darkness descends around them, Leo and Elsa run for their lives, taking two very different paths
across Europe. And Max, once their closest friend, now becomes the enemy as he is drawn into the Hitler Youth.
Will the friends ever find their way back to each other? Will they want to? Inspired by a true story, it shows how the
bonds of love, family and friendship allow glimmers of hope to flourish, even in the most hopeless of times. 



Every Day by David Levithan - Romance
Each morning, A wakes up in a different body. There’s never any warning about who it will be, but A is used to that.
Never get too attached. Avoid being noticed. Do not interfere. And that’s fine – until A wakes up in the body of Justin
and meets Justin’s girlfriend, Rhiannon. From that moment, the rules by which A has been living no longer apply.
Because finally A has found someone he wants to be with – every day . . .A stunningly original novel that explores first
love and will make you view the world from a different perspective. You can also read Rhiannon's side of the story in
Another Day. Warning: The plot contains profanity and sexual situations.

The HUnger Games-  by Suzanne Collins- Fantasy/ Dystopia/Adventure
Set in a dark vision of the near future, a terrifying reality TV show is taking place. Twelve boys and twelve girls are
forced to appear in a live event called The Hunger Games. There is only one rule: kill or be killed. When sixteen-year-
old Katniss Everdeen steps forward to take her younger sister's place in the games, she sees it as a death sentence.
But Katniss has been close to death before. For her, survival is second nature. The plot contains graphic descriptions of
violence. Book 1 in the trilogy.

The Fountain of Silience By Ruta Septys - Historical fiction/adventure
Madrid, 1957.  Daniel, young, wealthy and unsure of his place in the world, views the city through the lens of his
camera. Ana, a hotel maid whose family is suffering under the fascist dictatorship of General Franco.
Lives and hearts collide as they unite to uncover the hidden darkness within the city.
A darkness that could engulf them all . . .

Fangirl by Rainbow Powell - Life story - love and friendship
Cath and Wren are identical twins, and until recently they did absolutely everything together. Now they're off to
university and Wren's decided she doesn't want to be one half of a pair any more – she wants to dance, meet
boys, go to parties and let loose. It's not so easy for Cath. She's horribly shy and has always buried herself in the
fan fiction she writes, where she always knows exactly what to say and can write a romance far more intense
than anything she's experienced in real life. Now Cath has to decide whether she's ready to open her heart to
new people and new experiences, and she's realizing that there's more to learn about love than she ever
thought possible . . .

 We were Liars by E. Lockhart - Life story - grief, divorce, family drama
Spending the summers on her family's private island off the coast of Massachusetts with her cousins and a
special boy named Gat, teenaged Cadence struggles to remember what happened during her fifteenth summer.
As her memory returns so secrets, lies and ultimately the truth is revealed.

Dracula by Bram Stoker - Horror
Set in Viictorian times, the story follws Jonathan Harker who visits Transylvania to help Count Dracula purchase a
London house. Whislt there he makes horrifying discoveries in his client's castle. Soon afterwards, disturbing
incidents unfold in England - an unmanned ship is wrecked; strange puncture marks appear on a young
woman's neck; a lunatic asylum inmate raves about the imminent arrival of his 'Master' - and a determined
group of adversaries prepare to battle the Count.

Unlocking the Universe by Lucy and Stephen Hawking- Non-Fiction
Have you ever wondered how our universe began?  Or what it takes to put humans on the moon?
Do you know what happens in the microscopic world of a life-saving vaccine? What would you do if you could
travel through space and time?
Embark on the adventure of a lifetime in this beautiful collection of up-to-the-minute essays, mind-blowing facts
and out-of-this-world colour photographs, by the world's leading scientists including Professor Stephen Hawking
himself.

One of us is Lying by Karen M. McManus- Crime/ Murder Mystery
Five students walk into detention. Only four come out alive. Yale hopeful Bronwyn has never publicly broken a
rule. Sports star Cooper only knows what he's doing in the baseball diamond. Bad boy Nate is one misstep away
from a life of crime. Prom queen Addy is holding together the cracks in her perfect life. And outsider Simon,
creator of the notorious gossip app at Bayview High, won't ever talk about any of them again. He dies 24 hours
before he could post their deepest secrets online. Investigators conclude it's no accident. All of them are
suspects. Everyone has secrets, right? What really matters is how far you'll go to protect them.

1984  by George Orwell - Dystopian 
One of the BBC's '100 Novels that Shaped the World'
'Who controls the past controls the future: who controls the present controls the past'
Hidden away in the Record Department of the sprawling Ministry of Truth, Winston Smith skilfully rewrites the
past to suit the needs of the Party. Yet he inwardly rebels against the totalitarian world he lives in, which
demands absolute obedience and controls him through the all-seeing telescreens and the watchful eye of Big
Brother, symbolic head of the Party. In his longing for truth and liberty, Smith begins a secret love affair with a
fellow-worker Julia, but soon discovers the true price of freedom is betrayal.


